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Rescue the Hitchcock 9 
By Kathryn Hadley 

The British Film Industry (BFI) has 
launched a major project to preserve nine 
of Hitchcock’s surviving silent films to their 
original 1920s versions. 

Alfred Hitchcock (1899-1980) directed ten 
silent films during the 1920s, nine of 
which have survived and are currently 
preserved in the air-locked film vaults of 
the National Film Library in Berkhamsted, 
Hertfordshire. Most early silent films were 
destroyed when talkies were introduced at the end of the 1920s. The 
cellulose nitrate film on which they were produced was often melted down 
for its silver content.     6   , they were dangerous to store as the nitrate 
was very easily flammable. It is remarkable that Hitchcock’s silent films 
have survived – only his second film The Mountain Eagle (1926) has been 
lost. 

The BFI National Archive recently launched a major campaign to keep all 
nine surviving films in their original versions. The project is the biggest 
single undertaking in the archive’s history. The films will be shown to the 
public in London in the summer. 

historytoday.com, 2011 
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2p 5 Geef van elk van de volgende beweringen aan of deze juist of onjuist is 
volgens de tekst. 
Omcirkel achter elk nummer ‘juist’ of ‘onjuist’ in de uitwerkbijlage. 
1 De British Film Industry heeft nieuwe films van Hitchcock ontdekt in 

Hertfordshire.  
2 De British Film Industry voorziet de oude Hitchcock films van geluid. 
3 Stomme films werden vroeger zelden bewaard. 
4 Films zonder geluid werden gemaakt van kostbaar materiaal. 

1p 6 Kies bij    6    in de tekst het juiste antwoord uit de gegeven 
mogelijkheden. 
A As a result 
B In the meantime 
C Nevertheless 
D On top of that 

Bronvermelding 
Een opsomming van de in dit examen gebruikte bronnen, zoals teksten en afbeeldingen, is te vinden in het bij dit examen 
behorende correctievoorschrift, dat na afloop van het examen wordt gepubliceerd. 
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